Wilson House Scouts Cheshire Hike 2012

Wilson House Scouts enters into the County ‘Cheshire Hike’ Competition every year. This is a two day incident hike, with an overnight stop somewhere in Cheshire. The Teams are made up of two scouts of a similar age (there are four age ranges). See the attached document for all of the main details. But the main things are that the team MUST carry all of the required equipment and food for the weekend, and complete the required distance.

Training
The Leaders at Wilson House take this hike very seriously. Any of our current scouts of the right age could complete this hike, but only with the right training.  The scouts need to be trained to carry the weight, walk the distance, pitch and strike a tent, choose and cook the food, and use a Map and Compass. We will be running a training day hike every weekend (a Saturday or a Sunday depending of the best day) from now until two weeks before the hike itself, and two full weekend training hikes after that. 

We would like to invite any scout to compete, but this will require commitment to the training programme. Missing the odd day is OK but we insist on the final two weekends before the hike as we run two full scale weekends to train in the right conditions such things as teamwork, tents, food and the ability to go the full distance. Failure to attend the weekend hikes will only let down the partner for the hike as we will NOT allow the scouts to take part in the full hike.

Keith as Leader in Charge will have to sign a document to say that he believes the entrants to fully capable of completing the hike. For Keith to do so we need to be able to complete the required training.

The Final Training weekends are:-
17th – 18th March
24th – 25th March
With the Hike itself on:-
31st March – 1st April
Equipment
Wilson House Scouts will provide the team equipment, such as Tents, Cookers, Maps, Compasses, Washing Bowls, and Water Carriers. We also pay the entry fee.

The Scouts will need to supply the personal equipment such as Boots, Clothes and Waterproofs, Sleeping Bag (small packing), and Rucksacks. We are available to give advice on all equipment. ARGOS is probably the best place to get a Rucksack (50 – 60 l capacity), and Sleeping Bag. The Lichfield Explorer 80 or Pro Action 50 are ideal rucksacks and any of the Pro Action Jaguar Sleeping Bags of 300 – 400gsm please talk to the leaders for advice on the best type before you buy.

In order to enter we need two scouts to form a team. We are looking for the scouts to choose their partners for this hike, so they can be sure they can get along with each other. 

In the past we have told the scouts about this commitment, only to find that they have not told their parents. Please could you sign the attached slip so you understand the commitment to the training for this event. This year we will insist on a signed sheet before any scout is allowed to participate in the hike. Thanks.

__________________________________________________________________________

Please enter  .............................................................................   for Cheshire Hike
I understand the training requirements for this event and commit for the named above to attend the required training as described in this letter.


(Signature)     .......................................................... (Relationship)……………………………………..
